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INDEPENDENT ELECTORS 
* 


J. an e and detail of ſome of my 
paſt tranſactions are neceſſary, to you and 
you only are they due: my promiſe—my gra- 
titude and the connection betwixt the legal 


repreſentative and his eee demand 
them. buſh 
True it is, that there are many amongſt. my 
antagoniſt's voters, in whoſe good opinion I 


ſhould wiſh to find myſelf. — Many of my 


T9 friends, under an undue, compulſive influence, 


voted againſt me — Thoſe I regard. — Many 
| others from principle voted for Mr. Fox 
| A: 2 : Thoſe 
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| (4) 
Thoſe I honour ; ; but, for the bulk of f his is poll, i 
—(I will not particularize them)—as I received 
nothing but inſult, I will return IOC but 
contempt. 
My inward exultation was not fmall, to find 
| that (at a time when a popular candidate is fair 
game—when every failing in his  prigciples— 
Every miſtake in his aQions—every foible ! in his 
private, or defect in his public life, are eagerly 
enquired into—with opponents deficient neither 
in aſſiduity to explore, nor abilities to avail them- 
| ſelves of a diſcovery) the clamours raiſed againſt | 
me were founded on miſrepreſentation i in ſome 
things trick in others —and ridiculous abſur- 


dity in the reſt. z—A negative proof that my fail- 
ings were 


2 


The e objections to me and which ; 
my adverſaries, on the commencement of the 
election, took care to diſplay infultia 'y on their 
flags), were oo 
I. That I had propoſed t to pull 3 Chelſea 

hoſpital, thereby turning adriſt and ſtarving 

thoſe poor abjecs. of national Gta the 

- penſioners. © | 
i 25 hat I had propoſed x a tax on als lr 

, „ 8. 1 | | vants, 


cs) 


"offi vants, to abe ruin of ioulada, and. the 
promotion of wickedneſs and debauchery, 
III. That my ingratitude to Mr. Fox, who 
© had introduced me into the city of Weſt= 
minſter by his ſole intereſt, put me in the 
trank of the Betrayer of his Saviour; whoſe 

name was very profuſely applied to me by 
the GENTLEMEN of that party admitted to 
+ the inſide of the huſtings, as well as by the 
cgually polite Mos on the outſide. 
The ſecretary. at war having moved, That 

28,551 pounds might be grant-d for defraying | 

the expences of Chelſca hoſpital for a year TOE 
number of penſioners 476), I obſerved, 

« ] do not riſe to give the leaſt oppoſition to 

* the ſums moved for by the honourable gen- 
e tleman—I wiſh only to apprize the houſe of 

«© the largeneſs of the demand in proportion to 
the number of penfionersamaintained—no leſs 

«than fifty-one j6unds five ſhillings per man. 

If the hoſpital was pulled down, near four 
times the number might be maintained at the 
* ſame expence.” 3 

This ſhort obſervation was iininedictely miſ- 
erkenne officers of the hof pital thought 
| I had 


=? 


I 


„ 


had accuſed them of eden of the 


college revenues; the penſioners, that I had 


wiſhed to turn them adrift on the world. The 


reports came to my ear, and on the following 


day, on the reports, I further explained myſelf. 
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In what I faid yeſterday concerning Chel- 
ſea hoſpital I have been much miſunderſtood, 


I never had nor hinted at any ſuſpicion, that 
© the funds of the charity were miſapplied ; 
nor, as a military inſtitution, did I wiſh to 
* ſee the proviſion for military officers annihi- 
lated. On the contrary, I do not think the 
honourable retreats for ſuch meritorious men 


ſufficiently. numerous—much leſs did I hint 


at reducing the ſubſiſtance of the hardy vete- 
rans, The whole that I meant to apprize 
the houſe of was, that, taking in the expence 
of the inſtitution the ſalaries of men not 
military —and the neceſſary re pairs of the 
the aggregate ſum 
by the number of penſioners, the expence 
per man was fifty. one pounds five ſhillings. 


buildings — by dividing 4 


* I then thought, and I now think, that, if 


each man in that hoſpital was allowed twenty 


pounds Per annum, and permitted to live 
55 where 


„„ * US c ww C0 


e 


T1, 


« where his connections and friendſhips might 


« lead him, he would live more happily; and 
« an overplus remain, which would provide 
« for, at leaſt, one thouſand letter-men :—a 
* charity more extenſive and devoutly to be 
* wiſhed for.” 

The above are the words I made uſe of e on 
that occaſion. I ſhall make no comment on 
them—my conſcience tells me, that, far from 
meriting blame, I ought to have received the 
thanks of even thoſe men to whom I was _ 
ſented as their greateſt enemy. 

The ſecond accuſation, viz. the propoſed tax 
on maid-ſervants, requires a little more explana- 
tion. 

When the Receipt- Tax was firſt Ke my 


conſtituents did, to the number of betwixt 


three and four thouſand, in leſs than twenty- 
four Hours, ſign zinſtructions to Mr. Fox and 
myſelf to oppoſe it. What anſwer Mr. Fox 
gave to their requiſition, the committee that 
waited on him can beſt ſay. Mr. Bellamy, 
who took a leading part in the tranſaction, can, 
if he pleaſes, inform you what words paſſed 
between Mr. Fox and himſelf, The inſtruc- 
tions 


© Weſtminſter ;” and whith 


606 5 


tions were brought to me, and want of zeal in 
obeying them has never been objected to me: 
The bill, however, paſſed into a law; but, the 
tax being found unprocuctive, Lord John Ca- 
vendiſh did, in the ſubſequent ſeſſion, bring in 
another bill to render it more effectual. 


Inſtructions were given to me to oppoſe the 
new bill, Part of the Committee attended me 


with thoſe inſtructions, Mr. Bellamy told me, 


that © the City did not with to be exempted 


from taxes, which they knew muſt be heavy 


e that the great objection to the Receipt- 


& Tax was its partiality—that poſſibly, when 
AF propoſed to remove one tax, the Houſe 
© might aſk for another in its ſtead—that he 
* had one, which was a tax on maid- ſervants, 
* and which would fall more equally, though 


6c heavily, on the inhabitants of London and 
he begged me to 


propoſe to the Houſe. — He then put a paper 
into my hand with the following words, A tax 
of ten ſhillings on each maid- -ſervant kept for 
domeſtic purpoſes. I took the paper, and (con- 
ceiving it came from the Committee, ſeveral 
of cem being preſent, and none ſaying any 

1 thing 


T9): 


thing agai & it) told them that I ſhould, to OT : 
beſt of my power, obey their inſtructions ; and | 
ada. on the firſt debate on the bill for- inforcing „ 
i the Receipt- Tax, after giving my reaſons for 
oppoſing it, continue thus: * I will ever ſet 
“ myſelf againſt a doctrine much inſiſted on in 
« this Houſe, ** that no perſon ſhould move. for 
the repeal of one tax without ſubſtituting ano- 
© ther in its flead.” This doctrine I deny. 
elt is not the buſineſs of the Country Gentle- | 
e man to find taxes the Chancellor of the 
« Exchequer 'is paid for it—the-repreſentative 
is to take care that his | conſtituents be not 
No improperly burthened. | 
However, Sir, I am inſtructed to propoſe | 
. © one, which will be very heavy on my con- 
" ſtituents, but will fall more equally. They : 
« do not object to taxes— they object to the 
* inconveniences of the Receipt- Tax they 
object to its inequality. Whether the tax 
they deſire me to propoſe will not alſo be a 
te grie vous one, I do not pretend to ſay: it is 
*©their propoſition, and I will read it from 
«-their paper, and in their words—A tax of ten 
* ſhillings on each maid- ſervant . for domeſtic 
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In this manner was I drawn. in to. make the 


propoſition. Mr. Bellamy will not deny. the 
fact. What his intentions in it were, I know 
not. His ſubſequent zeal for the party in op- 
| poſition to me—his activity in the committee 
at the Shakeſpeare, from whence iſſued thoſe 
inflammatory flags and his ſilence on the ſub- 
ject, when my vindication ought to have been 
his own act and deed, will not leave the moſt 
favourable opinion of his candour on the o- 
caſion. v0 Hy 
As to the tax itſelf. as it was not 1 my own 
invention, I will ſay nothing of it but l 
executed, it would not be a tax on the ſervant: 
like moſt other taxes, it muſt fall on the abi- 
lities of the perſon paying it. Will any one 
ay that the wages of men rennt have de- 
creaſed ſince the tax on them 
It will ſurely be allowed to hs: a little un- 
fortunate, that a juſt obedience to the requiſi- 
tion of my conſtituents ſhould, with them, be 
made an objection to my hopes of their favour. 
1 come now to the laſt and | greateſt objection 
made to me my deſertion from Mr. Fox. 
The Engliſh language has been ranſacked for 
1 names and epithets to load me with. Deteſt- 
. F 


le 


lerer. „„ 4 6 


(nun 
able trenachery . complicated d oplicity—infa- 


mous ingratitude to the man who brought me 


into public eſtimation are, perhaps, the leaſt 
abuſive in the catalogue. In anſwer to this 
objection, I will uſe few arguments I will 
fate facts, and leave them to your determina- 
tion; firſt premiſing, in regard to the ſubſe- 
quent letters, that, though they came to me 
originally as private -ones, I yet, before the 


election, ſhewed them to Mr. Fox, aſking him 
Whether he had any objection to their being 
made public; and ſaying, that, if he had, they 
ſhould never be ſeen! by any one. He read 


them, and aſſured me he had no objection. As. 
therefore, they are neceſſary to my vindication, 
I can uſe. them without an wee of f private 
eee, 55 at SOT 6 


Being i in Quarters with. my company at Scar- 


borough, in Yorkſhire, on the Ath of June 


1782, I received, 1 expreſs, "ae; e 8 


k x * - 
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Dear 8s, ns Ys 1 
0 At Aa meeting of the todd electors 


C of this FP laſt: night at. the Shakeſpeare, it 


'B 5 „Was 


6 


« was determined unanimouſly to put you in 
“ nomination, as a proper perſon to repreſent 
this City; and I, as their Chairman, was or- 
* dered to communicate to you their reſolution. 
6c Nothing could exceed the general applauſe 
« and approbation which were given to this 
« nomination, and I have no doubt but you 
© will be choſen without difficulty, and even 
| without oppoſition. 1 ought, perhaps, to 
make you ſome apology for having given 
„into this meaſure without having previouſly 
e conſulted your wiſhes ; but the truth is, that 
5 the time admitted of no delay, and-Ithought 
«jt juſt poſſible that you would not refuſe that 
to the general wiſhes of the City, which you 
* might have declined, if privately. conſulted, 
“ I loſe no time in acquainting you with what 
« has happened; ; and, give me leave to add, 
te that, as there is no man whom I ſhould be 
60 happier to have as my colleague, ſo that it | 
* will be a great mortification to me, if you 
. ſhould hefitate about complying with what, 1 
can venture to aſſert, is the genuine and ar- 
* dent wiſh of the principal people here in the 
6 intlopekdent intereſt, ——There is a doubt 
KL about 


| „ 
out ch neceſſity of Lord Rodney's' accept 
* ing the peerage, which makes it uncertain 
© when the writ can be moved for a new elect 

te tion. Vou may depend upon my endeavours 


to get it done as ſoon as poffible ; but, in the 


© mean time, it would be a great ſatisfaction to 
e me to hear that” you are willing to become a 


«© candidate. At all events, I truſt your good- 
© neſs will excuſe the liberty we have taken, 


e and impute it to the honeſt deſire we have of 


% Having a repreſentative whoſe tried principles 


be and abilities render him ſo NLP? fit for 
2 ſuch a truſt. ee | 145 

"360 am, with great truth and regard, | 4 
bea des Dear Sir, yours ever, 


"ec 87. Fames' 45 2 June, * J. F 0 F, * | 
Sigh, 1782. . 


To this I immediately ſent an anſwer; but, 
not having retained a copy, cannot give it at 
length. The purport of it was, to expreſs my 


ſenſe of the honour intended me by the inde- 
pendent Electors: of Weſtminſter ; ; but to ob- 
ſerve; that I had no defire to enter again on 


public ſervice that my fortune, though equal 
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to my wants, was not of magnitude ſubicient 
to enable me to, undertake E canvaſs of ſuch 
importance as that of. Weſtminſter that there · 


fore begged Mr. Fox to return my moſt grate- 


ful acknowledgements to the Electors, and at 


the ſame time permit me to decline the honour 
intended me. I concluded by the warmeſt ex- 


preſſions of gratitude to Mr. Fox, for the 
| friendly part he, had taken. 


That it was my ſincere wiſh to > dealing the 


offer, 1 believe every gentleman then at Scar- 


borough, to whom I communicated the affair, 


can bear teſlimony. The election was likely 


to be over in a few days; and 1 had not time 


to play the farce of coyneſs, had 1 wiſhed to 
do it: the delay of an hour would have been 


dangerous. However, on the eighth of June 
1 received the following letter. 


« Deas Sir, 3 8 : 
« 1 have received your anſwer by enden 


10 and am very much concerned that I ſhould 
have omitted ſtating to you, in my letter, 


* 
"4 


© that it was the intention that no expence 
& ſhould fall upon the candidate. I omitted 


66 . 


7; 


B 


1 


14. it, . that the declarations of thoſe 


« who ſupport our cauſe here were ſo well 


known as to make any mention of it un- 
<« neceflary ; z and as I underſtand your principal 


* objection to be upon that ground, and as 
that objection is removed, I will not conſider | 
« your letter as a refuſal,” The Committee for 


managing the election take all the expence 


« upon themſelves, and a ſubſcription will be 
ce immediately made for that purpoſe 3 ſo that 
« all that is propoſed to you is to be choſen, 


band to act in this Parliament in the fame 
manner as you did in former ones; that i is, 


* upon your own ideas and principles, The 
« election is fixed, I believe, for Tueſday next; 


40 and there i is a talk of ſtarting an oppoſition, 
% and ſetting up Lord Hood. Under theſe 


* Circumſtances, it would be ſo inconyenient 
e to us to change our candidate, and for all 
05 reaſons ſo diſadvantageous, as'we know of 
none ſo much to our mind, that you muſt 


. excuſe me if I ſtill take the liberty of conti- 
nuing the canvaſs for you, and if I beg you, 


© both as a perſonal favour to myſelf, and as a 


40 matter of great conſequence to the common 
* cauſe, 


ii 


« caſe, to let us avail ourſelves of ybür ſer- 
«'yices upon this occaſion. If you could ſet 
out for this place as ſoon as poſſible after the 
© receipt of this, you will be here time enough 
4" for the election; and though I allow that a 
« conteſt here is a very troubleſome buſineſs, 
« yet I cannot think the trouble attending it 
* (eſpecially as it is unattended with expence) 
* more than you and all of us owe to the pub- 
* lic, at a time when ſo much of its welfare i is 
* at ſtake.— I write upon a ſuppoſition that 
& there will be a conteſt, becauſe I would pre- | 
64 pare you for the worſt; but my opinion 

5 « clearly i is that there will be none. 
2 SI un; with great truth, dear Sir, 


e Yours ever, 


5 Se, James s, 6 June, . . F 0 X“ 
1782. 


My reſolution wWas eee Abdi by 
this letter —it came from one, for whoſe political 
principles I entertained (as all my friends can 
teſtify) the moſt enthuſiaſtic reverence it held 
out to me the flattering wiſhes of that character 
—it held out that all the ſacrifice aſked of me 

_ was 


JT dts, =o ih 


S 


was my domeſtic Ration and tranquillity, and that 
my independence both of fortune and principle 


Was inviolate. My pride was flattered by it, 


and my ambition to repreſent ſo conſiderable a 


part of my fellow ⸗ ſubjects, and to repre . 


according to my ideas, truly, prevailed over my 


in three days, as if by enchantment, found my- 


{elf inveſted with the higheſt honour, in my 


opinion, in the power of man to give, c or me to 


yo to. 
The profeſſions I made at my elefion r may 


be compriſed i in a few words— That, as your 


repreſentative, I ſhould attend to your inſtruc- 


tions ; and, when not inſtructed, ſhould I act 


contrary to your opinions, on the firſt i intima- 
tion, I ſhould with pleaſure reſign into your 
hands that power, which I ſhould fo unwwitting 


have miſapplied. 


From this period, till the coalition. wok . | 


there was very little opportunity for acting in 
; parliament. | It has often been aſked me, Why 
did you not expreſs to Mr. Fox your diſap- 
© probation of that meaſure in a private, and 


* not in a public manner . My anſwer is, 
: e - ns _ That 
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to act againſt my conſcience. 


That Mr. Fox has a letter written by me, on 


the ever-to-be-lamented death of the Marquis 
of Rockingham, in which I expreſſed. my hopes 


that he (Mr. Fox). would fill the vacancy. it 
made; but adding that, whoever did it, I had no 


objection, provided that Lord North (to whom . 
J ſhall ever aſeribe the ruin of this empire) was 


N Rept, out.—At the time the coalition was form- 
ing, ſo little was I in any ſecret, that I would 
L give no credit to the re ports concerning it; and, 


when it did take place, was thunderſtruck. I took 


the firſt opportunity to give my ſentiments againſt 


it, and, at the ſame time 3 to declare | my readineſs 


do reſign into the hands of my conſtituents that 


ſituation, in which I feared 1 might be expected 8 
A few days after this debate, a large « and, re- 
ſpectble meeting of the electors was held at the 
Shakeſpeare, A debate took place touching 
Mr. Fox's political conduct it ended in an 


approbation of it, Mya a conſiderable majority, on a 
the ſhew of hands, 


A ſimilar motion Was 8 made in 10055 to my : 
conduct. The impropcicty of the ſame meet- 
ing's thanking theic repreſentatives for actions 

diametrically 


ons 


19 5 
diametrically. 3 struck my mind ſo for- 


_ eibly, that 1 aroſe to prevent it. Addreſſing my- 


ſelf to the meeting, I obſerved, that my profeſ- 


ſions at the election had been, that, on any mark 
of their diſapprobation of my conduct, I would 


reſign my ſeat to them. Such a mark now ap- 


peared; for, if Mr. Fox was praiſe-worthy for 


making the coalition, I muſt be the contrary for 


oppoſing it. I ſhould, therefore, leave it to 
them, whether I ſhould aſk for the Chiltern 


hundreds immediately, or wait till the end of 


the ſeſſion, as I had much of the buſineſs of the 
City at that time before me. 


Many of youz-gentlemen, remember the uni- 


verſal clamour, in that meeting, againſt my 
reſolution. Meſſ. Fox and Byng were the firſt 
to declare againſt it, and, by ſophiſtical explana- 
tions, induced me to forego it. The unanimous 
thanks of the company were given me with 
what conſiſtency, muſt be left to the friends of 
the coalition in that meeting to determine. 


From that period. I continued to act with 


perfect independence: without communication 
with miniſters in ol out, my fa? went as 


„e 7,4 the” 


( 20 * 


the meaſure appeared right or wrong, and was 


; regarded as equally Wr "MY both 


Pans by 9 * | 
The violence of ſome men eien to me to 


intend ruining the conſtitution, I at length 
took a more decided part, The India Bill 
paſſed the commons my diſguſt was doubled 
I quitted town, reſolving never more to embark 
In public affairs, conceiving that liberty and 


property were at an end. The ſudden turn this 
affair took (though my wiſhes were, it had been 


by the interpoſition of the royal negative) 
brought on the report of a diſſolution. I re. 
turned to town, and took the firſt opportunity 


to tell Mr. F ox, that I left it entirely to himſelf 


to determine, whether I ſhould or ſhould hot 
offer myſelf for Weſtminſter; not wiſhing to 
make uſe of the weapons he had helped to put 
into my hands againſt himſelf — That, if he 
thought it would do him any diſſervice, he 


had only to tell me ” and I ſhould ag 


Lenne 


Mr. Fox ſaid he was h obliged to me, 
and wiſhed two or * an to confider of it. 
He 


n 
He was allowed them, and then told me that 
he had not the leaſt objection to my ſtanding. 
1 ſaid, I hoped he had conſidered it well, and that 
| he muſt take all the conſequences on himſelf; as 
in all probability I ſhould ſtand in oppoſition to 
him. He ſaid he had, and that I was perfectly 


nature. * * | 


* + ®. 9. ; 


more than 1 my 1 fiende dansk An i to 8 


myſelf at liberty firſt by tendering my ſeat to 


my conſtituents—and next by leaving to Mr. 


Fox himſelf the choice of his antagoniſt, ; My 


principles would not ſuffer me to join him. 5 
The committee recommended a junction with 
Lord Hood; - and I am perfectly happy to fay 
5 that I have received from that noble Lord every 
aſſiſtance, which the moſt diſintereſted friend to 


the individual, or zealous advocate for the cauſe 


of your freedom and independence, could give. 
His caſe is ſomewhat ſingular. With an un- 
doubted, large majority of your ſuffrages, his 
ſitting is ſuſpended, He muſt wait the deciſion 


of a one, which, in all N will 


welcome, — with other expreſſions of ae Po 


oy 


9 22 J; 


(by the aſſiſtance of counſel) jw an to 
months or years, and at laſt 5 be {oy to a 
new 40 days election. Ln! 
Ever ready, to the beſt of, my zug eps . to 
ſupport the cauſe of the conſtitution, I ſhould 
have diſdained a ſeat in parliament, in which my 
duty to my conſtituents ſhould have been cir= 
cumſcribed by private obligations. It would 
have been paying them a bad compliment to 
have ſuppoſed they were giving their ſuffrages 
to a dependent partizan. I revered Mr. Fox's 
political principles; but 1 Would give * my 
a; conſiſtency to no man. 
- Nothing remains but to expreſs my warmeſt 
acknowledgements of your diſintereſted ſupport 
of me at the laſt election. The ſcrutiny (which 
_ ſhall never be abandoned whilſt the rights and 
liberties of the real Electors are unvindicated) 
will, I truſt, exhibit to the nation a glorious 
proof of the attachment of the firſt city in 
the empire to the conſtitution; ; but, ſhould 
chicanery or corruption prevent the accompliſh- 
ment of your intentions, my ſatisfaction will 
be, that ] co-operated with men, who rejected, 
F 1 
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A with diſdain, every corrupt b of tet 


with infamy. . | LL. 
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T2. 


a majority, convinced as we all were, that it 5 
was better to fall with honour An triumph 2 


- 


1 Am, 
With the greateſt reſpect, | 


4 


| Your moſt obliged ſervant. 
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